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^mrini— «Tn The Claims: 

I (Currentlyamended) A method for improving video quality delivered 

display device, comprising: 

encoding a — video » <- *— « « «" **" 

e^a.p^of^encod^s.ep.a^reouUedroroecodin.saidvidco 

signal segment at the display device; and 

^ee^ti^excee^ 

^aedfl^wiflfflW^we d ui timo perio d, 

& encoding a subsequent video signal segment to enable decoding 
thereof without reference to said current segment,^**^^ 
e*<b)4 fr W<*H>^^ 



2. 



(Currently amended) The method of claim 1, vvheremthesteoof 

3 (Currently amended) The method of claim 1. herein aste^fre, 
selected efily^ep-(b>4s^erfe t med. 
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4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said estimating step 
models a decoder for said display device. 

5 (Original) Themcthodofclaim^whereinsaidmodeluses 

con^entso^^^ 

Signal segment encoding step. 

6 . (Original) The method of claim 5, M said estimating step uses 
existing ^one.tonatiouinforrnation obtained during s^d encoding step. 

7 (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein said model estimates a 

8. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein said model estimates a 
complexity of said current video signal segment. 

9 . (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein said model determines a 
n^herofcompressedbitsrequiredbysaidcurrentvid^ 

10 (Original) Th B methodofclaim4, wherein: said encoding step 
during the block transform coding of said video signal segment 
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11. (Original) The method of claun 4, wherein: said encoding step 

the block transform coding of said video signal segment 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein saad display device is a 
synchronous display device. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said video signal segment 
is part of a streaming video data stream. 



14. (Original) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable 



computer program 



code for performing the method of claim 1. 



15 . (Currently amended) An^atus Ap^ for improving video quality 

delivered to a display device, comprising: 

an encoder for encoding a current video signal segment to be decoded at the 

display device, 
ejTO^ky encoding eae-efe 
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deee dci t imoporiocL 

(^subsequent video signal segment to enable decoding hereof wxthout 

reference to said current segment ^W ^thor t n p nrfh mi (a) u. 0 0 » W n n 

a wilabl o p f occn -,i ngtinm at i,aid oncost . 

16. (Currently amended) The^aratus Apj**** in accordance with da.ni 
15, wherein said encoder always encodes said current video signal segment such that it 
can be decoded within said decoder time period. 



17. 



(Currently amended) iThejie^ 
15, wherein if the estimated time exceed, sart predetermined decoder time period, the 
encoders encodes a subsequent video signal segment to en^le decoding thereof 
without reference to said current segment. 



18. 



(Currently amended) Th^m^ Apf**^ in accordance with clann 
15 , wherein said encoder models a decoder for said display device in order to estimate *e 
decoding time. 

, 8, wterei n said model us« concerns °f *•»*« «""—■" ** 

encoder. 
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20. 



(Currently amended) ThejpjaiaUis Apparatus in accordance with claim 
l9 , wh6r ein said estimating step use, existing motion estimation informatioa obtained 
during said encoding step. 

2, (Currently amended) TbeaMSBS^*" »» Wia ' ^ 
18 , wherein said .04.. esnmate, a number of — « *"* - 

current video signal segment. 

22 (Currently amended) mw^**^™'™*^^^ 
18 , wherein said mode. esumatts . —f«*r of said current video s,gnal segment 

23. (Currently amended) Tfee^^A,^ to ^otdanccwift claim 
l8 , wherein said mode, determines a number of compressed bits by said current 

video signal segment. 

24. (Currently amended) ThejoparataJS Afpa«t*» in accordance with claim 
, 8 wherein: said encoder performs bloc, reform coding; aud said mode, monitors a 
^ber ofbloc.es skipped during the bio* transform coding of said video signa, 

segment, 

25 (Currently amended) ThejBTMaM Apparate » v*"*"* ^ ^ 
18 , herein: said encoder performs block transform coding; me block transform coding 
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provides different types of blocks; and said model monitors Ihe number of different types 
of blocks provided during the block transform coding of said video signal segment. 



26. (Currently amended) The apparatus Af^ates in accordance with claim 
15 wherein said display device is a synchronous display device. 

27. (Currently amended) A system for improving the display quality of a 

video signal, comprising: 

an encoder for encoding a video stream; 

a decoder for decoding said video stream for display on a display device; and 
a communication path for commiuucating the encoded video stream to said 
decoder, said encoder modeling said decoder to determine whether a time required for 
decoding a current segment of said video stream is likely to exceed a predetermined 
decoder time period allocated to said segment; wherein: 

if said time period is likely to be exceeded, said encoder s dgctivelv encodes will 

uiu v c nt an cn ou d o r error mid un« i.irtn ono of 

^^^^4uo signal s c grn^ch that it can b^ccod e d within m* 

doooder timo pa r te d? 

& a subsequent video signal segment to enable decoding Hiereof without 

reference to said current scg ment^*«^^ 
avail able processing timo at said H s aeedeE. 
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28. (Currently amended) The_[[a]] system in accordance with claim 27 
wherein said communication path comprises a streaming video server. 

29. (Currently amended) The [[a]] system in accordance with claim 27 
wherein at least a portion of said encoder is contained m a transfer for said video 
stream. 
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